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What is Safeguarding?

Ensuring that 

children grow up 

in circumstances 

consistent with 

the provision of 

safe and effective 

care

Protecting 

children from 

maltreatment

Preventing 

impairment of 

children’s 

physical/mental 

health development

Taking action to 

enable all children 

to have the best 

outcomes. 



Child Criminal 
Exploitation

Child Sexual 
Exploitation



The NSPCC (2023) defines CCE as: ‘ is child abuse where 

children and young people are manipulated and coerced into 

committing crimes.’

What is Child Criminal Exploitation 
(CCE)?



What is County lines?

• County lines is the police term used to describe how urban gangs exploit young 

people into moving drugs from a hub, usually in a large city into a smaller suburban 

area. 

• They use mobile phones or ‘deal lines’ to communicate. Children as young as 12 

years old have been used to carry drugs for gangs. 

• The process can involve children being trafficked away from their home and having 

to stay in another place such as: Airbnb, budget hotels, the home of a drug user that 

has been taken over by a gang (known as cuckooing). 



Signs of Cuckooing (NSPCC)

+Signs of drug use

+More people coming and going from the property

+More cars and bikes outside

+Litter outside

+You haven’t seen the person who lives there recently and when you 

do they seem more anxious or distracted.

+Children living in these properties are at risk of neglect and other 

types of abuse. Contact the Police if you are worried or ring NSPCC

helpline.



Signs of Criminal Exploitation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7mf0LrvubU

Spending less 

time in school.

Going missing 

from home.

In a relationship 

with someone 

older.

Having unexplained 

money or new things.

Being angry or 

aggressive.

Being isolated or 

withdrawn.
Taking drugs or 

drinking alcohol.

Self-harming and 

feeling emotionally 

unwell.

Carrying weapons 

or having a 

dangerous dog 

breed.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7mf0LrvubU


Dangers of Criminal Exploitation

Being arrested

Safety of 

themselves and 

friends/family 

threatened

Risk of emotional 

abuse

Abusing alcohol, 

drugs and other 

substances.

Being exploited and 

forced to commit 

crimes.

Risk of harm, 

sexual abuse and 

rape.

Risk of severe 

injury or be killed.

Subjects to 

threats, blackmail 

and violence.

Not being able to 

cut ties from the 

gang.

Impact on 

education and 

employment 

options.



Chat Activity

How many different 

crimes can you name?



What is a gang?

▪ Gangs can be represented in multiple ways:

1. Peer groups- a small grouping of people 

who may call themselves a gang.

2. Street gang- Group of young people who 

see themselves (and seen by others) as 

a group is known for criminal and violent 

behaviour which is integral to their 

identity.

3. Organised crime gangs- A group of 

individuals where crime is for personal 

gain (financial or otherwise). For most 

crime is their ‘occupation.’

O F F I C I A L



Carrying weapons

+ It’s against the law to carry a weapon – like knives, guns or acid – even if 
it’s meant for protection. If someone is found with a weapon they’ll be 
arrested. The safest thing to do if there’s a threat is to contact the police 
and not to carry weapons for self-defence.

+ If you are worried about a child’s safety contact the following:

+NSPCC hotline: 0808 800 5000

+Childline: 0800 1111

+Police emergency: 999



How to help someone in a gang or 
thinking about joining:

• Talk to them and listen

• Be aware

• Ask for support from services e.g. Social services, Police, 

Safeguarding team at school, NSPCC helpline.

• Encourage them to join another club/activity at school or in the 

community. 

O F F I C I A L



Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

+Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is a type of sexual abuse where a child 

is exploited and given things like gifts, drugs, money, status and 

affection in exchange for performing sexual activities. Children are often 

tricked into thinking they are in a loving, consensual relationship. This is 

called grooming. Children may trust their abuser and not understand 

they are being abused.

+Children and young people may be trafficked into and around the UK to 

be sexually exploited. 

+Anybody can be a perpetrator of CSE, no matter their age, gender or 

race. 
O F F I C I A L



Types of CSE

+CSE can happen in person and online. Children and young 
people maybe encouraged to:

1. Send or post sexually explicit images of themselves

2. Film or stream sexual activities

3. Have sexual conversations

This content maybe used as blackmail against the child or young 
person to make them take part in another sexual activity. Videos 
maybe sent around to other people that the child/young person 
doesn’t know.



Gangs and CSE

+Gangs use CSE to:

1. Exert power or control

2. For initiation

3. To use sexual violence as a weapon

Children and young people might be invited to parties or gatherings 

with adults or children their own age and given drugs and alcohol. 

They maybe sexually abused by one person or multiple perpetrators. 

The sexual abuse can be violent, humiliating and degrading. 



Signs of CSE

OFFICIAL

Unhealthy and 

inappropriate sexual 

behaviour.

Being frightened of 

some people, places 

and situations.

Being secretive
Sharp changes in 

mood or character

Having money or 

things they can’t buy

Physical sings of 

abuse such as 

bruising and 

bleeding in the 

genital or anal area.

Alcohol or drug 

abuse
Sexually transmitted 

infections

Pregnancy Involved in a gang
Having an older 

boyfriend or 

girlfriend.

Involved in criminal 

activities



Chat Activity

Discuss what effects CSE might have 

on a person and their friends/family.



The lighthouse support service

• https://youtu.be/3i0Wu4feX7g

Other support systems available:

NSPCC

Childine 0800 1111

Friends/family

Parents/carers

Safeguarding team at school. 

https://youtu.be/3i0Wu4feX7g

