
Safeguarding – School Council Meeting 

27 February 2026 

 
Attending: 

Caroline Harrop – DDSL    Lindsay Farrall -DSL 

PC Andy Cornell      

     

Byron (Year 7)     Joshua (Year 7)    

Harley (Year 9)     Arron (Year 8) 

Brooke (Year 10)     Billy (Year 7) 

 

 

Agenda: Allegations and Knife Crime 

 

Andy started by asking if anyone could define ‘Allegation’.  Brooke said it was 

when you accuse someone of doing something.  Andy said it was really 

important to tell someone if something happens.  Brooke said you should 

report things to the Police.  Andy said that concerns could be reported to the 

police either through the website or dialling 101.  It was a serious or urgent 

concern then to use 999. 

 

Byron said you could talk to teachers in school.  Brooke said that you can talk 

to family members. 

 

Andy also mentioned Childline as a way to report concerns but also as a place 

to get advice if you weren’t sure what to do. 

 

Andy said that allegations were serious and can have serious consequences for 

the person about whom the allegations were being made.  Brooke said that 

the person could lose their job or be investigated.  Andy said that if an 

allegation was discovered to be unfounded then the person making the  

 

 

allegation could be investigated for wasting police time.  If there was a 

malicious intent behind the allegation, police charges could be bought. 

 

Lindsay said that when serious allegations were made in school, the police may 

well be brought in to investigate the matter. 
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Andy then moved on to discuss knife crime. 

 

Andy stressed that violence was not an option.  Andy said that you were far 

more likely to be injured by a knife if you were carrying one.  Andy said if you 

felt threatened enough to want to carry a knife you should be speaking to staff 

in school about this. 

 

Andy talked about the Knife Angel and the pupils were surprised that all the 

bladed weapons in the statue had been used in crime.  Andy talked about how 

knives can be handed in at any police station or knife drop box, no questions 

asked. 

 

Andy showed the pupils a picture of the knives handed in at Congleton Police 

station over a small number of months.  Andy told the pupils that you have to 

be over 18 to buy a knife.  Andy said that on average 1 person dies due to knife 

crime every 36 hours. 

 

Andy outlined several scenarios and asked if you carry a knife in those 

circumstances eg coming home from work, looking after it for someone else, 

carrying only for protection, was that ok?  The pupils knew that it was illegal to 

carry a knife in any of those circumstances. 

 

Brooke said it didn’t matter how big the knife was, it was still a knife and could 

still kill someone. 

 

Andy showed the pupils a picture of a small improvised bladed weapon.  The 

pupils were shocked to learn Andy had been called to an altercation where 

someone had been stabbed with that small blade.  The cut had severed an 

artery and it was only due to the fast arrival of the emergency services that the 

victim had survived. 

 

Andy talked to the pupils about a couple of real-life instances that had led to 

children losing their lives.  Andy talked about the sentences the young 

offenders had been awarded.  Brooke asked why drug dealers get longer 

sentences than rapists.  Andy said that as the police, their job is to uphold the 

law but it is the legal system that decides on sentences. 
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Andy asked if anyone knew what test purchasing was.  Brooke said it was 

when you got young kids to buy stuff they shouldn’t be able to.  Andy said that 

test purchasing was used to try to stop the illegal selling of knives. 

 

Andy asked the pupils if they knew what to do if they came across someone 

who had been stabbed.  Brooke said it was really important not to pull the 

knife out as that was what was keeping blood in.  Andy agreed and said it was 

important to reassure the victim whilst waiting for help to arrive. 

 

Andy said that an offensive weapon was anything intended to be a weapon.  

An adapted weapon is where things have been altered so they can cause more 

harm.  Items like axes and baseball bats become weapons if that is the intent 

behind having them.  Andy said if you are ever in a situation and knives are 

involved, just run. 

 

Andy talked about the concept of joint enterprise and how you can be guilty of 

an offense even if you do not have any direct involvement.  The session ended 

with the pupils watching a video from the Ben Kinsella Trust about a young 

man who ended up in prison even though he was on the edge of what was 

going on. 

 

 

 
 


