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Attending: 

Caroline Harrop – DDSL    Lindsay Farrall -DSL 

 

    JJA –Year 10                     BFW - Year 

BG – Year 10                    JH – Year  

PBR – Year                        KH - Year 

JB – Year 7                        TR – Year 7 

 

 

 

Agenda: Contextual Safeguarding 

 

Caroline asked the group what their understanding of exploitation was? 

PBR said it’s using young people to do things and blackmailing them if they 

refuse. It’s manipulation, pursuading them to do things for treats or money 

 

Caroline asked if the group knew what County Lines were? 

Caroline spoke about how the police define it.  They have ‘hot spots’ where 

they watch the activities that are taking place by known others.  Cheshire East 

is quite a leafy area, but because of the road and rail links it is also a big part of 

the concern. 

Caroline then gave an account that a young person had shared with the police 

– I was far away from home in a bed sit, nobody knew where I was.  I had no 

money to get home. It was a scary time. 

 

Caroline then spoke about ‘cuckooing’ 

ARH said it when a house is empty and not looked after but being used by 

people it doesn’t belong to. 

JH said it where there a lot of people coming and going from a property with 

lots of packages. 

JB suggested that the property might be empty, but it could also be being used 

to grow cannabis in or where gang activities are taking place. 

PBR said it is where there are limited resources and the children are not 

turning up at school. 
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Lindsay spoke about children turning up at school with new clothes, designer 

brands, all of the time.  The top range of mobile phones or even sometimes 

two phones. They may be in a relationship with someone much older than 

themselves.  They may arrive at school angry; this could be due to them being 

scared of something, but unable to share with anybody what it is. 

 

You have been offered a vape by a person in a local park who you don’t know 

what could happen to you? 

The children said, you could get stabbed, it may be full of something that is 

going to harm you.  It may be a way of speaking with you and asking you to 

carry something to another person, sometimes even abroad. 

 

Caroline asked the group if they could explain their understanding of what a 

‘gang’ was? 

JB said it was a bunch of friends that could get into trouble and hurt others. It 

could be a street gang; they could be known to the OCG and make a living from 

what they do. 

 

The question was asked if the group knew what the law was around carrying a 

gun? 

JJA said it’s illegal, all guns need to have a licence. 

 

The group were asked if they knew what the legalitiy was around carrying a 

knife? 

Lindsay said she had been working on a construction site and been asked to go 

to B&Q for some supplies.  Lindsay said the police had completed a spot check 

and become aware that she had a knife on her. 

PBR said it was illegal to carry a knif. 

JJA said if the knife was being carry for a work purpose, then it would be ok. 

KH said it would depend on the size of the knife 

JB said it would be legal as long as it was a small knife. 

JH said it would be legal. 

TR said it would be legal. 

BFW said it would be legal as it was for a work purpose. 

BG said it would be legal. 
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The group were asked what would be different if the knife was being carried 3 

hours after Lindsay had finished work? 

PBR said the police would need to called. 

JJA said it would be illegal as there was no reason for the knife being carried. 

 

The group then went onto chat about how people in gangs often carry 

knives/weapons as a way of self-protection and for using to threaten others so 

that they can gain money, drugs or cause a fight. 

JB spoke about how, should any of the group have any worry’s they could call 

Childline or report the worry to the police.  
 

 


