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Attending:
Lindsay Farrall - DSL

Caroline Harrop — DDSL
Danielle Oakes — HLTA

Lydia Ollier (Year 10)
Gracie-Mae Kuzemko (Year 10)
Will Brown (Year 10)

Nicole Blower (Yr 10)

Maisy Brooke McNair (Year 9)
Toby Saunders (Year 9)

Freya Kuzemko (Year 7N)

Agenda:

Allegations and Disclosures

LF began the meeting by asking the pupils ‘If you have a concern or a worry
about something, what do you do?’

MBM said that she personally would not say anything but she would
encourage other people to share their concerns or worries.

GMK said she would tell a teacher.

WB identified 2 staff members he would talk to. WB said you needed to find
somone to talk to straight away.

FK said that if it was outside school, she would find a trusted adult.

LO said she probably wouldn’t share information straight away as she would
not want the drama.

NB said she would tell a trusted staff member.
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TS said if it was outside school he would tell his mum or his friends but if it was
a school matter he would talk to staff in school.

LF asked the group if they knew what was meant by ‘disclosure’. WB said it
was letting someone know something. NB said it was sharing information.
MBM said it was sharing and sorting.

LF then asked the group what was meant by ‘allegation’. TS said it was saying
someone had done something. WB said that it could be a suspicion that
someone has done something wrong.

LF said that once the disclosure or allegation was made then it was the job of
the safeguarding team to unpick what had happened.

LF asked the pupils to consider what they would do if they had concerns
around a member of staff. NB said she would tell a member of staff straight
away because staff would help.

LF said where there was an allegation against a member of staff, she (LF) and
Sarah Martin (Executive head) would talk to the student, the staff member,
maybe other pupils or staff to gather evidence. That information may be
passed to the Police and or the LADO (Local Authority Designated Officer). LF
reassured the group that any disclosure or allegation made would be treated
seriously and investigated thoroughly.

LF asked why pupils did not report their worries to a trusted staff member.
MBM said she thought people may be worried they wouldn’t be believed. NB
said some people may not be able to handle the pressure of telling someone.
TS said some people may be worried what people would think. TS went on to
say that they could be fearful for themselves or be worried they would make
life difficult for the staff member.

LF stressed the role of the safeguarding team was to protect students’ welfare
and mental health.
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CH asked the group to consider what they would do if a friend told them they
were worried about someone or something. MBM said whilst she would not
always tell if it affected her she would always encourage a friend to tell a
trusted adult and if they wouldn’t MBM said she would tell a member of staff
herself.



