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Attending:
Lindsay Farrall _ DSL FK (year 8)
Caroline Harrop — DDSL WN (year 8)
MBM (year 10) EE (year 6)
AC (year 10) CS (year 6)
EH (year 5) AQO’D (year 5)

Agenda: Operation Encompass

The meeting started with CH welcoming the new members to the group and
outlining the expectation around treating each other with respect and
acknowledging that whilst members of the group may want to share
experiences, those experiences should not be talked about outside the group.

Alfie said that safeguarding was people in school who you could talk to so you
could stay safe. Maisy said that it was about keeping yourself and those
around you safe and getting help. There was no judgement. The group
understood that although they may tell staff in school some things staff cannot
promise to keep that secret. That information may be passed on to other
people if it will help keep pupils safe.

It was outlined to the group that Operation Encompass was about the police
contacting schools to let schools know one of their pupils may have witnessed
the police turning up at their home address. This may have been for a number
of reasons but often that reason was a domestic abuse incident. The pupils
watched a short video explain how and why operation Encompass had come
about.

CH and LF explained what that notification procedure looked like. The purpose
was to make sure that extra support was available to that pupil if they needed
it. The pupils were asked if they felt they had someone they could talk to in
school if they needed to. All pupils identified differing members of staff they
felt comfortable talking to.
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The pupil watched a short video which explained the different forms domestic
violence/abuse could take. A conversation followed around domestic
violence/abuse was not just about men hurting women, it could be women
hurting men, children hurting parents, etc; it was about unhealthy
relationships within a household.

The pupils talked about how someone might be in school if there was domestic
abuse in their home. The children looked at the Victim Support Code and it
was explained that the code set out what should happen to children caught up
in Domestic Violence.

Again, the message was stressed that pupils should feel safe and supported if
they needed to share concerns around things that were happening at home. A
pupil asked what should a pupil do if their parents had told them not to tell
anyone. CH said that she understood that it was important that children
followed their parent’s rules but if someone was in danger then it was OK to
break that rule and tell someone.




