
Safeguarding – School Council Meeting 

16 February 2024 

 

 

Attending: 

Caroline Harrop – DDSL 

James Robson-West – TA 

TS (Year 9) 

MBM (Year 9) 

 

Attendance at the meeting was very low due to high number of students on 

end of half term reward trips. 

 

Agenda: 

 

Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) and Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 

 

CH began the meeting asking what was meant by the phrase ‘Safeguarding.’  

MBM said that it was keeping children safe from harm either from others or 

themselves. 

 

CH asked the pupils what was meant by the phrase Child Criminal Expolitation?  

TS said that it was when a child was forced to do something bad they didn’t 

want to do. 

 

CH asked explained that the phrase ‘County Lines’ referred to gangs operating 

out of the major cities using young people from smaller town or rural areas to 

carry out criminal acts on their behalf or to carry drugs or weapons on behalf 

of the gang members.  There was a discussion around the fact that both Crewe 

and Macclesfield are known hubs for County Lines action given the excellent 

road and rail links to Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham. 

 

A conversation was had around the practise of ‘Cuckooing’, where the home of 

a drug user of vulnerable person is used as a centre for gang activity.  The 

group talked about what signs there may be that a property has been 

‘cuckooed’ and the dangers to children who may be living in that property. 

 

The group discussed what things we may see that may make us worry a pupil is 

being exploited.  These included more than one phone, new possessions, not  
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coming to school, carrying a weapon.  The group watched a short video which 

looked at this in more detail. 

 

CH asked why would we be worried if someone was in danger of being drawn 

into gang activity and being exploited.  The group highlighted the risk of injury 

or sexual harm if a victim tried to stop doing what the gang wanted.  CH 

pointed out that victims of CSE were at risk of getting a criminal record or that 

their friends and family could be threatened or hurt to keep the victim on side. 

 

The group explored the different definitions of the word ‘gang’. 

 

The group looked at the legal implications of carrying a weapon. 

 

The group then moved on to look at Child Sexual Exploitation.  Emphasis was 

placed on the fact the victim may not view themselves as a victim as they may 

believe they are in a loving, consensual relationship.  CH explained that anyone 

can be a perpetrator of CSE regardless of age, race or gender. 

 

The group looked at the sorts of activities a victim of CSE may be forced to 

participate in.  CH explained that CSE was a tool used by gangs to keep victims 

compliant. 

 

The group explored what signs they may see in victims of CSE.  These included 

unexplained new possessions, an older boyfriend/girlfriend, pregnancy, 

secrecy.  A conversation was had that abuse and coercion could happen in 

same sex relationships too. 

 

CH asked the group what they would do if they suspected a fellow pupil was in 

danger of CCE or CSE.  Both MBM and TS said they would raise their concerns 

with a trusted staff member. 

 

 

 

 


