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What is Safeguarding?

Ensuring that 

children grow up 

in circumstances 

consistent with 

the provision of 

safe and effective 

care

Protecting 

children from 

maltreatment

Preventing 

impairment of 

children’s 

physical/mental 

health development

Taking action to 

enable all children 

to have the best 

outcomes. 



Language

Impact and 
Consequences



Sticks and Stones may break my 

bones but names will never hurt 

me. 

• Do you agree?

• What affect do you think name 

calling can have on people?



Isolated

Sad

Angry

Poor Self Esteem

Self Conscious

Frustrated

Scared



Name – Calling Awareness Video

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/teachers-tv-name-calling-6084601


Inappropriate Language

What do we mean by ‘Inappropriate Language’?



Inappropriate language is language that is not 

suitable for a particular situation or purpose.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/situation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/purpose


Rude

Threatening

Racist

Homophobic



How do we feel if someone is rude to us?



Sad
Hurt

Disrespected

Angry



So what is the problem with how we speak to 
people?

The language we use can cause real distress 
to the people we direct it at.

Where the language used can be said to be 
‘threatening, abusive or insulting’ then a 
criminal offence could be committed .



Threatening, Abusive or Insulting Language

This is a legal definition used in the 
Public Order Act 1986. 



•Are likely to cause fear of, or to provoke, 
immediate violence: section 4;
•Intentionally cause harassment, alarm or 
distress: section 4A; or
•Are likely to cause harassment, alarm or 
distress (threatening or abusive words or 
behaviour only): section 5.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1986/64/section/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1986/64/section/4A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1986/64/section/5


Put simply:

Section 5 is generally behaving in a way people 
could find threatening, abusive or insulting eg
repeatedly shouting swear words in the park.
Section 4a would be shouting swear words 
towards a group of people.
Section 4 would be deliberately threatening a 
targeted individual or group of people.



Consequences

For a section 4 or 4A offence the maximum 
penalty is an unlimited fine or up to 6 months in 
prison.

For a section 5 offence you could be fined up to 
£1,000.



Hate Crime

The law recognises five types of hate crime on the basis of:
•Race
•Religion
•Disability
•Sexual orientation
•Transgender identity
Any crime can be prosecuted as a hate crime if the offender 
has either:
•demonstrated hostility based on race, religion, disability, sexual 
orientation or transgender identity
Or
•been motivated by hostility based on race, religion, disability, 



Any Public Order Offence that can be said to 
fall within the definition of a Hate Crime could 
attract harsher penalties in line with the level 
of the additional harm caused.



So what can we do in school to challenge the 
inappropriate language we hear?


